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Annual Report 
March 31, 2010 to April 1, 2011 
The Guatemala Stove Project 
Registered Charity in Canada 

Registration Number: 871977617RR0001 
Coordinator: Tom Clarke  

Email: info@guatemalastoveproject.org 
Address: 549 Brooke Valley Road 

RR#4 Perth, Ontario 
 

The Guatemala Stove Project is a non-profit organization dedicated to helping the indigenous 
Maya people of Guatemala. Our primary mandate is improving living conditions for families by 
building improved cooking stoves.  We also provide funding for relief efforts and sustainable 
development projects.  We are a volunteer-based organization and have just completed our 13th 
year in operation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2011 Volunteer Trip Participants Ð Xela, February 2011 
 

“Cookstove smoke contributes to a range of chronic illnesses and acute health impacts such as 

early childhood pneumonia, emphysema, lung cancer, bronchitis, cardiovascular disease and 

low birth weight. The smoke from inefficient stoves continues to contribute to global climate 

change by producing harmful greenhouse gas emissions such as carbon dioxide and methane, 

and aerosols such as black carbon. Reliance on biomass for cooking and heating also increases 

pressure on local natural resources and forces women and children to spend many hours each 

week collecting fire wood – an especially dangerous task for women and girls in refugee camps 

and conflict zones.” 

http://cleancookstoves.org/ 
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About Our Work:   
 
Due to the circumstances of poverty, hundreds of thousands of indigenous Maya in Guatemala 
continue to cook indoors over wood burning fires.  These fires are 
often in the rooms of a home where members of the family sleep, eat 
and work on a daily basis. Young children are also exposed to burns 
from spills and sparks from wood.  Indigenous women spend long 
hours preparing food over these open fires.    
A family that receives an improved cooking stove is helped in multiple 
ways. A GSP stove provides a larger, safer cooking area that is also 
more fuel-efficient.  The larger cooking surface allows for a wider 
variety of foods to be prepared and water can be boiled and used for 
washing and drinking. Savings from reduced fuel consumption allow a 
family to spend their hard earned money in a more sustainable way.  
Savings in time also allow the women members of a family to engage 
in a wider variety of income earning activities.  Our motto is ÒBuild a 
stove, Change the future.Ó  We believe that a family that receives one 
of our stoves is given the opportunity to break out of the cycle of 
poverty. 

       Photo Ð un-vented indoor cooking fire 
 
Working in Partnership  
 
The Guatemala Stove Project partners with 3 local Guatemalan organizations through which we 
provide support to indigenous communities in western Guatemala. During this fiscal year we 
funded 292 improved cooking stoves with our partner organizations as well as other 
development and emergency relief projects. 
 
Our partners:  
 
CEDEC: (Centro de Estudios Para el Desarrollo y la Cooperaci—n) CEDEC has been our longest 
standing partnership in Guatemala. This QuichŽ-Maya health-based organization has its main 
office in the city of Quetzeltenango (Xela) in western Guatemala. 
 
Photo Ð distribution of emergency supplies 

          
Emergency Assistance:  
In the spring of 2010, we received an appeal 
from the CEDEC organization to provide 
emergency assistance due to damages to roads, 
homes and communities from unusually heavy 
seasonal rains. This situation continued through 
the months of June, July, August and culminated 
in September and October with damages due to 
the heavy rains and winds of Tropical Storm 
Agatha. Funds were diverted from stove building 
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to purchase emergency supplies during this time period in order to help affected communities 
and specifically 60 families in need due to cases of malnutrition in children and infectious 
diseases in the municipalities of San Francisco el Alto, Zacualpa and Chiche. Repeatedly 
throughout the rainy season newly planted crops were flooded or washed away due to the heavy 
rains. During this time approximately $18,500.00 was sent to the CEDEC organization to 
purchase emergency food supplies, soap, clothing and tools.  
Stove Construction 
This fiscal year we were also able to build 115 stoves in Aldea Chirenox, San Francisco el Alto, 
Totonicapan, in January and February of 2011, with the CEDEC organization. These stoves were 
photographed and information about the families documented by Tom Clarke and Rita Redner 
during the February 2011 volunteer trip. 
 
AMI : (Asociaci—n Mujeres Ixchel) The AMI organization works in the region east of 
Quetzeltenango, mainly in the Departamento of Solol‡. It provides health and support services to 
indigenous communities in its jurisdiction. 
Emergency Assistance: 
In June of 2010, we also received an appeal from the AMI organization for emergency aid 
assistance. Funds were diverted from stove building to assist communities hardest hit by the 
heavy rains. Also in September 2010, several communities in the AMI jurisdiction were 
impacted by landslides and heavy rains from Hurricane Agatha. Funds for emergency supplies 
between June and September were sent to help the communities of Nueva Chuicutama, Nueva 
Pacutama 1 and 2 and Chuimucubal and Pacorral Antigua where families had been impacted by 
injuries sustained in landslides, damaged housing and destroyed crops. In total over $5,500.00 
was sent to the AMI organization for emergency aid supplies such as corn, incaparina, sugar, 
rice, washing soap, cooking oil, eggs, tools such as hoes and machetes and natural medicines. 
Stove Construction: 
This fiscal year we were also able to fund the building of 125 improved cooking stoves with the 
AMI organization in the communities of Xepiacul, (25 stoves built in June 2010) Caserio Xeabaj 
Una and Caserio Xolja, Santa Cataraina Ixtahuacan (35 stoves built in January 2011) Caserio 
Xeabaj 1 (65 stoves built in February and March 2011) These stoves were photographed and 
documented by Tom Clarke and Rita Redner during the February 2011 volunteer trip. 
School Nutrition Program: 
AMI is also our partner organization for the Panimaquim School Nutrition Program at the Sam 
Clarke Memorial School. Throughout this fiscal year, numerous Perth and area schools have 
continued to fundraise in order to finance the costs of a daily lunch program for the 35 school 
children of this community. Now into its second and final year this program costs approximately 
$500.00 a month. Plans to make this program sustainable by the community are being developed 
by a group of Glen Tay Public School students under the guidance of GSP Director Keith 
Walker.  It is hoped that the community will be able to take over the nutrition program through a 
sustainable chicken coop project with training and guidance in care of poultry and basic banking 
skills. 
Purchase of a Wheel Chair: From time to time the Guatemala Stove Project has the opportunity 
to help an individual or a family with a particular need. In this case, we have been following for 
several years the situation of a mother and her son who has cerebral palsy in the village of 
Panimaquim.  Miguel is now 12 years old and weighs about 50 pounds. This year Tom Clarke 
and Rita Redner were able to arrange for Miguel and his mother to travel to Antigua to be fitted 
for a wheel chair.  His mother will no longer have to carry him on her back to take him from his 
home to participate in community events. Having a child with a disability is a challenge in any 
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culture, but living in circumstances of poverty is especially challenging and we were pleased to 
be able to help this family with the purchase of a wheelchair, at approximately $370 CAD. 
 
AMMID  (Asociaci—n Maya-Mam de Investigaci—n y Desarrollo) This indigenous Maya-Mam 
speaking organization works in the Departamento of San Marcos, municipality of Comitancillo. 
It serves 28 communities and provides training in eco-agricultural practices and reforestation 
techniques, promotes gender equality and runs several weaving cooperatives. 
Stove Construction: 
During this fiscal year the GSP funded the construction of 52 improved cooking stoves with the 
AMMID organization in the communities of Tuiquiac, Chixal, Quexlemuj and El Duraznal.  
These stoves were photographed and 
documented by Liz Ballantyne-Jackson in 
February 2011. During the visit to 
Comitancillo, a small group of GSP 
volunteers had the opportunity to try out 
some cooking techniques on one of the 
GSP cooking stoves built the previous 
year. The group also visited the AMMID 
teaching farm and one of the weaving 
cooperatives sponsored by this 
organization. 
 
Photo Ð a shared cooking lesson on a 
GSP stove. 
 
 
The Year in Review:  
 
GSP volunteers are active year round in a variety of ways; promoting the Project, fundraising 
and assisting with administration and organizational activities. 
 
Spring and Summer 2010  
Staffing an information booth at the Festival of Maples in Perth, April 2010. 
June 2010 Ð annual AGM at Factory Grind in Perth, Ontario. 
Bottle collection at the Blue Skies Music Festival, August, 2010. 
Staffing an information booth at the Bridge Street Bazaar, Carleton Place, August, 2010. 
 
Fall 2010 
Vintage clothing show and fundraiser hosted by Diana Dolmer and friends in Clarksburg, 
Ontario. 
Wine and Cheese fundraiser at the home of Ken Morin and Janet Allan, Ottawa. 
Staffing an information booth at the Fiesta Latina, Hellenic Centre, Ottawa, September 2010. 
Ottawa fundraiser held at the home of Otto Navas and Anne-Marie Robinson Ð musical 
entertainment, Guatemalan food and silent auction. 
Perth fundraiser featuring the music of band Fat Head, silent auction, art sale. 
Design and sales of the first GSP calendar. 
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Winter 2011 
In January 2011, we held our 5th annual Stove Building workshop Ð this time in Tom ClarkeÕs 
workshop in Brooke Valley, with the assistance of Algonquin College masonry instructor John 
Scott.  It was well attended by 24 volunteers, many of whom learned how to make mortar for the 
first time. 
 
February 2011 Volunteer Trip to Guatemala 
In February 2011, another successful GSP trip to Guatemala took place. Twenty-five volunteers 
from Perth, Ottawa, Sudbury, Mississauga and Gatineau met in Quetzeltenango and joined forces 

to build 35 stoves over 6 days. The volunteers traveled 
daily by truck and mini-buses to communities in 
Chirinox, San Francisco el Alto, north of Xela, to spend 
the days working in teams in the homes of Mayan 
families.  The 
volunteers got to 
know how the 
families live and 
how their new 
stoves will impact 
their lives.   

 
Photos: Stove building teams and their nearly finished 
stoves. 
 
 
A highlight of the trip was a visit to the community of Panimaquim, in the municipality of Santa 
Catarina Ixtahucan, Solol‡.  Once again the Canadian volunteers were greeted with great esteem 
and entertained by the school children and local women 
performing their traditional dances.  The Canadians 
reciprocated with a group rendition of ÒAllouetteÓ and the 
singing of OÕCanada. The volunteers were presented with 
souvenir weavings as a thank-you for their support by 
neighbouring communities and families who had received 
improved cooking stoves a few months before.  A 

community 
meal followed 
the 
presentations 
and gave the Canadians a chance to talk and share 
with their Panimaquim hosts. Thanks to Perth 
volunteer Phill Brackenbury, the second 
Canada/Guatemala soccer match took place that 
day on the beautiful Panimaquim plateau of the 
Sierra Madre mountain range. In spite of their age 
and experience, the Canadians lost to the younger, 
more practiced Guatemalans. 

Photos: volunteer Phill Brackenbury makes a valiant effort to score for GSP Team Canada 
and volunteer Marg McDonnell meets local Panimaquim women. 
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Other events of the trip for some volunteers included a visit to the Mayan archaeological site of 
Takalik Abaj, ziplining at El Patrocinio coffee plantation, shopping at the Chichicastenango 
Market, relaxing in the town of San Pedro La Laguna on the shores of Lake Atitlan and a few 
days in Antigua before returning to Canada. 
The volunteer trip was a truly unique experience for the 
travelers.  
 

 Photo: mason Juan Hernandez-Cochojil  - an 
important member of the GSP stove building team 
  

Who we are: 
 
The Guatemala Stove Project is a grassroots, volunteer 
driven organization.  We are a group of Canadians from 
all walks of life with a common purpose. We have found 
a way to work together to make a difference in the lives of those less fortunate than ourselves 
and by doing so we have enriched our own lives significantly.  
We would like to thank our donors who have put their trust in us and supported us in our efforts. 
We would like to thank the volunteers who work behind the scenes to keep us running as an 
organization: 
Eric Scheuneman, who manages our stove database, processes income tax receipts and sends out 
Thank-You certificates. 
Nancy Maynard, who does our accounting and financial bookkeeping. 
Sue Maynard and Liz Ballantyne-Jackson, who input stove data into our database. 
Al Teflissi, who opens his coffee shops as a home base for the Perth volunteer meetings. 
Linda Tratner, who provides us with legal advice and services. 
Deanna Fenwick, who designs our graphics and with Pierre Fortier published the 2011 GSP 
calendar. 
Steev Morgan, who updates our website. 
 
Our Coordinators and Directors: 
 
Tom Clarke continues in his 13th year as coordinator of the GSP, giving presentations, receiving 
and sending e-mails and coordinating activities.  Tom continues to work tirelessly to promote the 
GSP and assist the people of Guatemala. 
Rita Redner continues to support Tom and the Project with the daily administrative tasks of 
processing donations and coordinating activities.  Both Tom and Rita spend several extra weeks 
in Guatemala every year documenting and photographing GSP stoves in order verify their 
construction and to send pictures to our Canadian donors. 
Regan Lee has now served on the Board of Directors for 3 years. Regan is a veteran of several 
stove building trips and provides valuable assistance in organizing the annual Perth fundraiser. 
Keith Walker has completed his 2nd year on the BOD and has been instrumental in implementing 
the Panimaquim Nutrition Program and coordinating the support of Perth and area schools. 
Liz Ballantyne-Jackson has completed her 4th year on the BOD and assists with the coordination 
of meetings and translation of Spanish. Liz also coordinates the meetings of the Ottawa chapter 
of the GSP. 
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Accountability:  
The Guatemala Stove Project: 
¥ adheres to Canadian legal reporting requirements as a registered charity. 
¥ is run entirely by volunteers. 
¥ works with its local Guatemalan partners to identify families and villages most in need. 
¥ documents its work extensively by recording data about the family recipients and by 
photographing and verifying the construction of each stove. Each person or organization that 
donates the cost of a stove, (ie. $225.00 CAN) receives a photograph of a stove and the family 
members who received it. 
¥ spends approximately 90% of monies raised directly on project expenses with only 10% 
covering operating costs. 
¥ works continually to build good governance and financial procedures within the organization 
 
A detailed breakdown of our revenues and expenditures throughout the year are contained in the 
annual financial account that accompanies this report. 
 
Photos Ð Tom Clarke and David Vallillee insert the chimney of a stove; Renny Lambton 
and mason Luis are supervised by 3 local boys;  Margaret Lee, Max Atkin and Jim Nuyens 
finish up the firebox of a stove. 
 

 


