Guatemala Stove Project – Ottawa Meeting Saturday March 1, 2008 at La Cabaña Restaurant, Merivale Road

In Attendance: Pierre and Louise Fortier, Ken Morin and Janet Allen, Otto Navas, Liz Ballantyne-Jackson

Meeting Notes:

1. Update on February 2008 Volunteer Trip: 20+ volunteers went to Guatemala this year for a very successful 2 week trip. The volunteers worked in teams of  4 or 5 people each day with a mason in the municipality of San Francisco el Alto, in the town of Rancho de Teja, about a one hour drive from Quetzaltenango.  There was a total of 5 days of stove building and over 40 stoves were built in the community while we were there.  The trip also included several visits to schools, a visit to a relocated environmental refugee community (community destroyed because of mudslides from Hurricane Stan in 2005), some volunteers spent a day or 2 observing and helping on the Mobile Medical Clinic, as well as various tourist trips to Fuentes Georginas Hotsprings, the Chichicastenango Market, a visit to the Lake Atitlan area and a stay in Antigua at the end of the trip. The trip received a high rating from the participants and generated lots of enthusiasm for supporting the project in the future.

2. Delivery and Use of the Mobile Medical Clinic – the bus was successfully delivered and handed over to Jose Yac of CEDEC at the end of January.  The bus was used during 2 days of the volunteer trip so that we could see the results of our work in action. Two different CEDEC medical teams used the bus and had a chance to try out the patient examination areas, locate supplies and familiarize themselves with other details of the clinic.  Some GSP funds were used to buy scabies medicine while we were there.  The need for more funds for medicine became clear as volunteers worked with the CEDEC medical teams.  Two Health Partners International medicine kits were delivered to the bus, but  there is a great demand for certain medicine.  Liz is working on some stories/journals about the clinic with pictures to go on the GSP website.

3. Saquicol – After the volunteer group returned to Canada, Tom received a request from the CEDEC doctors to help out the village of Saquicol with funds to buy beans, maiz, rice, etc. for 30 families in extreme poverty – their youngest children were significantly underweight for their ages and needed supplementary food.  The Board of Directors directed Tom to proceed to help out as necessary, until another agency could step in and help out.

4.  Ideas for fundraising for the purchase of medicine for the Mobile Medical Clinic were discussed – it was decided that a poster Ad that could be circulated would be a good start.  Action – Liz to work on this.

5. Future Fundraising Ideas / Contacts – volunteers in attendance were asked to brainstorm ideas for future fundraisers – this will be discussed again at the next meeting.

6. Next meeting – April 19, 12:30  at La Cabana on Merivale Road.

Meeting Minutes by Liz Ballantyne-Jackson

