GSP Minutes June 2, 2008 Coutt’s & Company, Perth, ON

1. Welcome and introduction of new members

Members present:   

Erika Seidenbusch

Tom Clarke

Connor Burnham 

Paul Hauraney

Matt Hauraney 

Phil Brackenbury

Paige Brackenbury 

Ron Powers

Mike Else (sp)

Huguette Coté 

Al Teflissi

Tyler Valiquette 

John Pariselli

Vivianne Rotondo 

Lynn McIntyre

2. Meeting Called to Order at 7:45 p.m. 

Erika Seidenbusch agreed to act as meeting chair and Lynn McIntyre volunteered to act as meeting Secretary.

3. Review of Agenda

The Agenda was approved with the addition of the upcoming presentation at St. John’s Elementary School and potluck AGM dinner.

4. Review and Approval of April 21 Volunteer Committee Minutes

It was noted and amended that John Pariselli was in attendance at the April 21, 2008 meeting.

Moved by Ron Powers and Seconded by Paul Haurraney that the Minutes of the April 21, 2008 meeting be approved as circulated and amended. Carried.

5. Review of GSP Presentations and Upcoming Events

Colonel By Retirement Home presentation was done by Lisa and raised approximately $490.

The Ottawa Tulip Festival provided great exposure for the GSP with lots of inquiries especially on the weekends, with total sales for $460.  

Tom noted that there have been changes at the Guatemalan Embassy, with the Ambassador being recalled and other key staff being redeployed to other postings.

The 8th Annual General Meeting is scheduled for June 22, 2008 from 1-4 p.m. at St. Paul’s Church on Gore St. in Perth, ON. Ron made the members aware that there is one and possibly two vacancies on the Board of Directors. The financial statements are being prepared and will be circulated approximately a week before the meeting. Ron also stated that annual revenues have leveled off over the past 3 years at around $65-69K. This may an indication that the local Perth market may be tapped out with the majority of people having contributed to the GSP in the past.  There will be presentations by the Board as well as Tom followed by a potluck dinner at Paul’s home.

Action 1 – to aid in the planning those who plan on attending the potluck dinner are asked to email Ron to let him know what type of dish they will be bringing. 

Art of Being Green July 12 –13, Lanark Village – Tom called for volunteers. Thanks to all who volunteered to take a shift at the festival.  If any one has any questions about the festival please contact Tom. Tom also noted that there is a need for a tent in the event of rain as well as a new banner. 

Action 2– Erika to find out about the availability of a tent from her mother, if it’s unavailable the committee agreed there is a need to purchase a tent. 

Action 3 – Paul to check into pricing and purchase of a tent and confirm with Ron in the event that Ericka is unable to secure one.

Action 4 – Al to price a new banner for the GSP with assistance from Paul.

GSP Funding Raising Dance November 15th, 2008, Codes Mill – Tom notified the committee that the hall has been booked but there is a need to sell at least half of the 350 tickets before the event.

Action 5 – Erika to set up a Dance Committee with assistance from Celina, Paul, Tyler, Connor and Matt (plus anyone else who would like to help). A meeting of the dance committee has been scheduled for July 21st at 5:00 p.m. in the Atrium of Codes Mill.

Presentation at the St. John’s Elementary School – 

Action 6 -  Erika and Celina will do the presentation to June 12, 2008.

6. Updating of the GSP Website -Jim made the committee aware that there is a need to update the website. 

Action 7 - Members are asked to provide Jim with images or the links from the 2008 field season for the website. Connor will talk to Mr. Gallien, the PCDI Media Arts  teacher to see if there is an opportunity to have a coop student assist with the website during the fall semester.

7. Report on GSP Ottawa Activities  - while there was no members present from the Ottawa GSP, Tom made the committee aware that the Ottawa group is looking to hold a fund raising dance as well in the fall. Next Ottawa  volunteer meeting  Saturday  June  14th  12:30  PM  at La Cabana  848 Merivale  Rd
8. Carbon Credit Certification Update – Jim provided some background on the initiative. Since these new stove emit half the carbon as the previous, in order to gain carbon credits the stove must be independently certified that it indeed does. Certification is a costly process. When certification is obtained the credits must be aggregated to be cost effect. Ron has been in contact with a broker to determine the feasibility of the process.  One of the burning questions facing the carbon credit community is would the action have occurred if there was no carbon credit were available?

Action 8 – next meeting of the carbon credit committee is June 11 to seek answer to these searing questions…

9. Volunteer Meeting Schedule 

Next Meeting Monday September 8th at 7:30 p.m. at Coutts and Company

Following Meeting October 6th, at 7:30 p.m. at Coutts and Company

Meeting Adjourned 9:20 p.m.
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