MINUTES for GSP Meeting March 30, 2007

1) Present: Tom Clarke, Sam Clarke, Regan Lee, Nancy Arnot, Jim Wallace, Phil LaFlamme, Paul Hauraney, Ron Powers, Emily Upham-Mills, Kelly Cormier, Kelley Heggie, David & Helga Zimmerly, Rita Redner, Celina Clarke.

2) Reviewed agenda items

3) Chair: Regan

Secretary: Rita

4) Minutes of last meeting approved by Rita, seconded by Tom.

5) Wrap-up of Guatemala Trip – 7 Volunteer Evaluation forms received by Ron and Jim with very positive remarks. 

Feedback: Top 3 high points for volunteers: the people and working in a team, culture & surrounding country, making a positive difference.
Stove building workshop provided volunteers with the know-how to be useful.

Other suggestions included: more info on vaccinations, deadline for booking flights, 1 location only for accomodation, work with more “needy” families, trip deposit should increase to $300 with details of where money will be spent. Info sheet on dukoral (vaccine for E. coli and cholera) was passed around by Helga
All the volunteers want to do more with the GSP on returning home.
6) Presentations and fundraising events 
MARCH- Al, Regan and Mike presented to Lions Club in Perth, 50 members attended and donated a stove.

Tom and Mike & Barb Else presented to St Andrew’s Church in Sharbot Lake 

St. John HS – Celina did a 1 hour presentation to the Development and Peace group who were doing a 30 hr fast (Thinkfast). Celina plans to do more presentations at St. John HS
Celina and Emily have developed their own slide show and have presented to 7 different classes (grades 9-12) at PDCI, they had good feedback and students wanted to know what they could do to help the GSP.

David did a presentation to Lanark County Camera Club

APRIL - GSP Open House at Coutts & Co. April 20, 21, 22 times to be confirmed with Al. More on the Open House soon.

Friday Apr. 20 - Regan and Paul volunteered to set up, Celina to work

Sat. Apr. 21 – Kellly Heggie volunteering in morning.

Sun. Apr. 22 – Sam volunteered for afternoon, Paul volunteered to tear down 
Celina, Emily and Kelly will look into having buttons made for fundraising for student events.

MAY - Wedneday May 2nd Celina and Emily are planning a Coffeehouse at PDCI from 7-10 pm with music, refreshments, items for sale, info table – they would like help for this event! All proceeds to the GSP

Regan, Celina, Emily, and Kelly will do a presentation at North Elmsley School in early May (date to be confirmed)

Emily will do presentation at  St. Paul’s in Perth, and MacKay United in Ottawa

Both Celina and Emily want to do presentations at elementary schools

JULY - Art of Being Green July 14 & 15 Lanark – Tom and Paul have volunteered, want t tie in carbon offset credit and get approval for the GSP to be registered. 

SEPT. – Regan, Paul and Ron will look into International Plowing Match for GSP
Phil gave a report on his bee-keeping experiences in Guatemala - there is no government support or associations , the women must learn on their own.  The  bees are Africanized and difficult to work with.  He bought an extractor and protective gear while there. He helped them get started with a simple candle to be marketed at language schools in Xela.

Tom has made contact with both the Canadian Ambassador to Guatemala and the Guatemalan Ambassador to Canada. Hope to work together with both embassies to promote the GSP and benefit the Maya.

Jim will have 100 copies of the 22 minute DVD made.

Medical School Bus – more people needed to research this project – Paul has time after May.
Discussion about presentations and three goals that are acheived; increasing awareness, raising funds for stoves, get new volunteers. 
Younger audiences want to help with more hands-on stuff, what can they do? Community serive hours, help at events…

Discussion about date of Guatemala trip – possibly during March break. It was decided that the present capacity is for 1 trip per year, in time more trips could be organized if there were suitable people to lead the trip(s). The expense of travel was discussed and the possiblitiy of devising a way to sponsor participants in need with an “arms length” group (Friends of the GSP) that would raise money for that purpose. 

The trip experience is the most valuable tool for volunteers doing presentations.
St. John Cuernevaca exposure trip is considering changing the trip to Guatemala. Jose may be able to offer an alternative tourism experience with more hands-on activities.

7) Ottawa – Liz reported - group meeting the next day to discuss presentation strategies for different groups, possible training session and checklist for volunteers presenting. Continue the goal of sending Medical bus to Guatemala this year. Dance planned for Oct. Photo exhibit of Maya to raise awareness, continue working with Guatemalan community in Ottawa and Montreal.
Toronto – Nancy reported that the Pena dance raised almost $9000! 

8) Carbon credit process - Need someone to do research on the approval process.
9) Next meeting dates: Thursday May 10, 7:30pm Coutts & Co., Perth




     Friday June 22, 7:30pm Coutts & Co., Perth
