Minutes GSP Meeting March 7, 2008
1) Welcome and introduction of new members 

Current members present: 
Rita Redner

Vivianne Rotondo
Juli Heney




Justin Young

Lyall Black

Krista Johnston





Paul Hauraney

Ron Powers

Al Teflissi




Erika Seidenbusch
Celina Clarke


Welcomed New Members:
Mike Else

Heather Roberston
Nick Burkhill

Phill Brackenberry
Paige Brackenberry




ACTION: Rita collected e-mail contact information for the new members and will add to appropriate distribution lists and send invitations to Google Groups. Some issues still unresolved with members not receiving notices from Google Groups – will continue to be explored.
2) Choose chair and secretary for the meeting. 

Chair – Krista Johnston, Secretary – Juli Heney

3) Review + add to agenda as appropriate. 

3.1) Erika requested time to show presentation she had made.

Erika presented a pictorial set to music made in Moviemaker that she had presented to her school. She is willing to make it available to all group members.
ACTION: Erika to make copies available upon request. 

*Subsequent e-mail indicated she will leave these available at Coutt’s.

3.2) Paul requested time to show CD of movie and pictures he had made.

Paul presented a pictorial set to music and some short movies that he had put onto disc. He is willing to make it available to all group members.


ACTION: Paul to make copies available upon request and leave at Coutt’s.

3.3) Paul displayed frames pictures to be given as appreciation gifts 

for John Kelford, Joe, Tom Oakes and Vaughn Richmond. 


3.4) Photos

Discussion about how to share photos – Paul to distribute via disc (see 3.2), Vivianne invited viewers to her posting on Picassa, others to decide on their own. 

It was requested to send Liz “5-10” pictures from each member of the group and she will make an overview CD to be made available to all members.


ACTION: ALL – forward favourite pictures to Liz @ E.Ballantyne-Jackson@ocdsb.ca
3.5) Tb testing

General discussion about the timing and costs of Tb tests in follow up to the trip to the Refugee camps. General consensus was this test was to be done approximately 6 weeks after the visit. 

ACTION: Lyall to contact Public Health about costs involved and whether it would be easier for attendance en masse vs individual. He will advise members of his findings via e-mail

4) Review + approve last volunteer committee minutes of Jan 11th, 2008 
No amendments suggested. 

Rita motioned to accept as is and Ron seconded the motion. Motion passed.
5) Report on recent and upcoming GSP presentations and fund raising events. 
5.1) Recent Events 
Regan noted how beneficial it has been to have had the large amount of media exposure lately. Articles have been published in Perth, Arnprior, Carleton Place, and Ottawa. 

ACTION: Vivianne to contact the EMC for distribution of her article in the Smith Falls version of the paper as it was in the Perth version, only.

5.1.1) Tom's report from Guatemala  

Rita read letter from Tom regarding what activities had been taking place since the group’s departure. 

ACTION: Rita to post with minutes.


5.1.2) Wrap up of Guatemala Trip - bring volunteer evaluation forms and any money owed. 

Regan collected outstanding monies owed. 

ACTION: ALL– please pay Regan ASAP if still outstanding. 

Ron collected outstanding trip evaluation forms. 

5.2) Upcoming events 

5.2.1) Celina & Erika - School Touring

Celina and Erika want to look into the feasibility of creating a joint presentation and “touring” it around to schools

Phill requested contacting Elementary Schools prior to the year end so fundraising activities can have early attention for the next year. Phill is willing to act as the liaison for the St. John’s Elementary School.

5.2.2) Krista – Rotary

Krista plans to write an article for The Rotarian as well as do a presentation at Rotary

5.2.3) Juli – Kingston

Juli plans on doing a presentation for her workplace (homecare) as well as an article for the Kingston papers

5.2.4) Lyall – UCW, Couples Club, Health Partners International

Lyall plans on doing presentations at the United Church Women’s group and the Perth couple’s Club. He also indicated that he would be following up with Health Partners International to give them feedback and make plans for future endeavours. Vivianne Rotondo expressed interest in assisting with this endeavour.  

5.2.5) PDCI – GSP link
Celina advised on the developing link that the new PDCI administration is going forth with in linking schools and charitable organizations. She indicated that next year PDCI will be linked up with the GSP. No more details at this time.

5.2.6) Tom 

Rita made mention that Tom would likely be doing many presentations upon his return and there will be an open invitation to all members to attend.

5.3) Open House – April 26 @ Maple Festival
There was much discussion about previous open houses and future plans with a decision to have a booth at Maple Fest on the main street as being most advantageous to attract large number of passersby. Regan mentioned that the price per booth may be around $35 dollars and it was felt this was a worthwhile expense. Discussions about items for display, items for sale, and possibilities of raffles. Final plans can be brought forth to the next meeting.

ACTION: Krista to contact Sheri Mahon-Fournier about costs and location of choice (near TD bank if Paul brings the truck or else closer to Shaws) and whether or not a Hydro truck for bucket rides is doable

ACTION: Paul to look into seeing if can get a Hydro truck to sell “bucket rides”

ACTION: Rita to query best items for sale and obtain banner
ACTION: Krista to consider selling prints of photos

ACTION: Regan to look into logistics and legalities of raffling of a tax receipt – specifically to “run it by Nancy” (accountant)

ACTION: Phill to look into suppling table and chairs from school and look into whether or not a shelter can be borrowed from “Friends of Murphy’s Point”
ACTION: All – tentative schedule if proceeds. Will need further discussion about getting items to and from the site. All are welcome to attend and assist as able.

Sat am  9:00 – 1:00ish 

Sat aft 1:00 – 5:00ish

Regan – early for set up

Erika




Paul – early for set up

Celina


Mike



Juli


Vivianne


Krista

5.4) Presentations 

Discussions about presentations with formats to follow and available ideas/images to share lead to agreement that this would be useful to all. Ron stressed the importance of ending presentations with a “Call to Action” and contact information including website.

ACTIONS: Celina to post presentation format ideas onto Google Groups site

5.4.1) to schools
Erika and Celina both presented their own presentations at their schools (St. John’s High school and PDCI, respectively). Erika presented her DVD pictorial and Celina presented a slide show with poster presentation as well.

5.4.2) to churches 
Mike Else indicated that he had made a presentation at St. John’s Church in Perth
5.4.3) to community groups 
ACTION: Krista and Erika to develop and send out Thank You notices with photos to the people who generated the Izzy Dolls.
5.4.4) at Coutt’s
Al did an impromptu presentation in Coutts when people were looking at his photo album. He indicated that this resulted in cheques for 3 stoves the next day. Al felt it was vital to have information in Coutts for the public to be able to look at and explore. Al also requested that the minutes be posted for viewing at Coutts.

ACTION: Al to post minutes in suitable location in his store
6) Report on Ottawa GSP activity 

Liz was not present. No report by proxy.

7) Carbon Credit progress 
Ron indicated that he would be contacting Algonquin College. He indicated that AMMID in Guatemala had assisted in translating and completing 30 carbon questionnaires and that Tom would be doing a quest for up to 200 returned questionnaires. Information will be passed to Jim who is already working on this.

ACTION: Ron to follow up with Jim.

8) Next 2 meeting dates. 

Discussion that Fridays were not a favourable day for everyone led to decision of the next meetings to be held on Mondays.

Monday,
April 21 
@ 7:30

@ Coutt’s

Monday 
June 2 

@ 7:30

@ Coutt’s

ACTION: All - Please forward any agenda items to Rita Redner. 

Meeting adjourned at approximately 9:30.

*As a side note: Regan brought two National Geographic magazines that may be of interest to the group:
Aug 2007 – Mayan article – history of the Mayan people




Feb 2008 – Mexico’s Other Border – similar route the bus took.

