Guatemala Stove Project Volunteer meeting Friday October 13 2007

In attendance: Tom Clarke, Rita Redner, Celina Clarke, Juli Heney with Maitland and Sequioa, Camilien Cote, Erika Seidenbusch, Vivian Rontondo, Regan Lee, Ron Powers, Al Teflissi, John Pariselli, Jim Wallace, Jose Yac, Paul Hauraney

Chairing: Ron Powers

Minutes: Jim Wallace

1. New members were introduced.
2. Jose, visiting from Guatemala, gave a brief introductory talk in Spanish, translated by Tom. He indicated that he was very pleased to see both volunteers he knew from past trips, as well as newcomers. 

3. Minutes from the September 7th meeting were reviewed and approved.
4. Report on recent and upcoming events:
a) On Thanksgiving weekend, Al, Ron, Tom, and Steev Morgan manned an open house at Coutts to coincide with The Awakening that was taking place in Perth. Though the Awakening did not have the turnout hoped for by its planners, Jose did get the opportunity to meet with William Commanda, most senior elder of the Algonquin nation of the Kitigan Zibi Anishinabeg, Quebec. Tom estimated that perhaps 200 people attended The Awakening, nearly all indigenous.

b) On Thursday October 11th, Jose and Tom met with the Guatemalan ambassador at the embassy, the Venezuelan ambassador, the Métis Council of Canada, and Otto Navas, the president of the Ottawa / Gatineau Guatemalan association.

c) Otto Navas will be having a reception for Jose at his home in Ottawa at 7 pm Saturday, October 13th at 7 pm. The ambassador is expected to be there, as well as some Guatemalans who will be traveling from Montreal.

d) On Sunday October 14th, there will be a presentation at St. Paul's united church in Perth.

Discussion ensued regarding the possibility of doing presentations at both St. John's and St. Francis' churches in Perth, which hasn't been done in the past. 
Action: Ron to approach both churches and ask if we can do presentations.
5. Planning for the November 3rd dance:
a) Posters have been printed and distributed - anyone who needs some can see Al who has extras.

b) Steev Morgan has made a first pass of a press release which was read by Rita, and discussed.

c) There was discussion about promoting the dance

Action: Erika will create a Face book group for the dance

d) Celina distributed tickets for volunteers to sell. 

e) Tom noted that the money from sales and the unsold tickets must be returned to Coutts by the night of the dance.

f) There was discussion regarding the responsibility of the GSP vis-à-vis minors attending where liquor will be served.

Action: Al will contact Marsha from Code's Mill to see whether we need to provide a separate area for soft drinks to be served to minors.
g) Rita passed around a schedule for people to sign up for shifts of the various duties at the dance.

h) The need for a cash boxes was expressed. 

Action: Rita, Al, and Camilien will each bring theirs for a total of three.

i) Donations for the dance:

-Huguette Cote has managed to get some gift baskets already, and will pursue more. 

-Action: Al will contribute coffee and mugs. 

-Action: Rita will donate a couple of mugs.

-Al has spoken with the manager of the new hotel who will donate either a night or possibly a weekend stay. Action: Al to follow up and confirm.

-Jose brought 50 scarves with him from Guatemala which will be donated to the cause.

-Action: Paul will check about getting a gift certificate for a massage where his wife Sue works (i.e. Perth Family Health center)
-The need for an emcee was noted. Celina will introduce the youth bands.

Action: Erika will ask Jeff Peters if he will MC. Regan volunteered to do it if Jeff declines. 

-The idea of putting the names of donors on the website was raised. Al also reiterated the need to make sure that we acknowledge and thank (at the dance) the donors for their generosity and support. 
Action: Jim to update website with donors' names.
-Erica has spoken with art teacher Mr. Shea at St. John's who will be having 12 of his students use Guatemala as a theme for their art, which will then be donated to be sold at the dance. 

Action: Erika will ask Mr. Shea for recommended prices.
6. Generator raffle tickets.
It was discussed that some effort should be put into selling tickets for the generator in public locations.

Action: Regan and Vivian will sell tickets in front of the LCBO on October 26th.

Action: Regan and Paul will sell tickets in front of the LCBO on November 2nd.

Action: Julie will ask Stan Munroe if OK to sell tickets in front of the beer store on either the morning of October 27th or November 2nd. Ron will join Julie to sell the tickets.

7. Bus update.
Tom reported that the brake line parts have been purchased, and that Paul has cleaned the bus with a pressure washer. Camilien has plugged all the holes in the floor left from removing the seats.

Regan reported that the Smiths Falls Hospital has agreed to donate a lot of used equipment, such as tables and stretchers. The person at the Smiths Falls hospital also gave Regan a contact at the Civic Hospital in Ottawa.

Action: John P. will investigate locating a suitable laptop computer.

Action: Vivian will investigate insurance, and report back to Tom.

Action: Julie will help build partitions .
8. Carbon credit update.
Jim reported that he has tried unsuccessfully to reach Robert van Buskirk in California, who has gone through the accreditation process for stoves in Eritrea. On Thursday the 12th, he met with Chris Henderson, whose company does this type of evaluation, and Chris committed to presenting the GSP's cause to his employees to see if someone would be interested in donating some time.

Action: Jim to follow up with Chris Henderson.
Tom met a professor from Carleton University, Peter Andre, at Blue Skies, who has expressed interest.

Action: Tom to forward Peter Andre's contact information to Jim.
9. Ottawa chapter update.
a) There will be a dance at Club Caliente in the By Ward Market on November 17th, featuring Latino groups. It is expected to draw mostly from the Latino community in Ottawa. 
10. Volunteer trip in February 2008
a) The dates have been picked with departure being on February 2nd and return on February 16th.

b) A request was made that people fill out the volunteer application form, even if they cannot confirm yet that they will definitely go.

c) It was recommended that anyone planning on going attend to their shots and their passports as soon as possible.

d) To get the best opportunity for a group discount on the flights, it was agreed that everyone interested in going should confirm by November 15th (i.e. with their credit card number for us to secure travel arrangement). 
11. Next meetings.
a) The next two regular volunteer meetings will be November 16th and January 12th.

b) There will also be a meeting on December 7th specifically for those people going on the trip.

11. Rita moved that the meeting be adjourned at 9:30 pm.
